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New Mexico SAR - 2000 - 2017

# of missions Total Personnel Total Man Hours

Year # of missions Total Personnel
Total Man 
Hours

2000 159 2560 14673

2001 148 1602 9484

2002 138 1958 11007

2003 161 2594 14485

2004 157 2055 9741

2005 177 1754 8963

2006 118 442 2836

2007 134 1555 7291

2008 138 1467 7762

2009 116 1581 11651

2010 93 2981 5940

2011 81 998 4388

2012 120 1818 11246

2013 119 2440 16572

2014 90 1540 7075

2015 118 2358 12901

2016 112 1811 8071

2017 126 1992 10823



NMSAR 2017• 2017 – 126 SAR incidents

• Subjects: 167

• Alive and well: 136

• Alive and injured: 10

• Located deceased: 14

• Suicide: 3

• Accidental (falling, hypothermia, drowning, aircraft 
crash, etc): 11

• Unable to locate: 9

• ELT/PLB Signal: 3

• Unknown circumstance – 6 

• Missing Hunter/Camper/Walkaway - 3

• Possible criminal activity: 1

• Unknown assistance – 2 

• Aircraft used on 36 SAR incidents

• Able 6 (9), CAP(3), NMNG (2), USBP/US Customs (5), Private 
(1) or Other (17)

D1 – 14(22) D2 – 3(2) D3 – 2(3)

D4 – 2(5) D5 – 35(35) D6 – 6(6)

D7 – 23(10) D8 – 10(2) D9 – 0(0)

D10 –2(2) D11 – 8(1) D12 – 10(9)

D20 – 11(2)



NMSAR 2017 – SAR Team Response
Team # of Missions Team # of Missions

Albuquerque Mountain Rescue Council 37 Cibola Co Sherriff SAR 3

Cibola SAR 37 Los Alamos Auxiliary Fire Brigade 3

Santa Fe SAR 27 Taos Ski Valley SAR 3

New Mexico SAR Support 20 Chaves Co SAR 3

Atalaya SAR 18 Eddy Co SAR 3

Search and Rescue Taos 17 East Mountain K-9 2

New Mexico Mounted SAR 17 McKinley Co SAR 2

Mesilla Valley SAR 13 Pajarito K-9 SAR 2

Sandia Search Dogs 13 Southern New Mexico Mounted SAR 2

Mountain Canine Corp 12 Taos Ski Valley Ski Patrol 2

Organ Mountain Technical Rescue Squad 12 White Mountain SAR 2

Los Alamos Amateur Radio Club 12 Civil Air Patrol 1

Santa Fe Co Sherriff's Posse 11 Eddy Co Sherriff Posse 1

Socorro SAR 11 K-9 Forensics 1

Dona Ana Co SAR 10 Luna Co SAR 1

Grant Co SAR 9 Northern Sno-Drift Breakers 1

Philmont SAR 9 Rocky Mountain SAR 1

UNM Reach and Treat 7 Sangre De Cristo Del Norte 1

Catron Co SAR 6 San Miguel SAR 1

Alamogordo SAR 5 San Miguel Sherriff's Posse 1

New Mexico Working K-9s 5 K-9 SAR 1

Mustang SAR 4 New Mexico Badlands SAR 1



NMSAR 2018

2018 – 34 SAR incidents (as of 4/25/18)

Subjects: 65
Alive and well: 54
Alive and injured: 4
Deceased: 7



Thanks for all you do!

…so others may live.



New Mexico 

Administrative Code
Title 10 - Public Safety and Law Enforcement

Chapter 24 - Search and Rescue

Part 1 – Certification for Search and Rescue Persons

NM Administrative code 10.24.1



NM Administrative code 10.24.1

 What is NM Administrative code 10.24.1?

 Administrative code (rule) which governs the certification of SAR volunteers

 Enacted June 27, 2017



NM Administrative code 10.24.1

 Three levels of certification

 Certification of SAR person or Volunteer

 Basic Field Certification

 Certification for Incident Command General Staff

 Operations Section Chief

 Planning Section Chief

 Logistics Section Chief

 Certification for Field Coordinator

 Incident Commander



NM Administrative code 10.24.1

 Within each category of certification, the SAR person will need to perform 

maintenance of certification in order to keep certifications



NM Administrative code 10.24.1

 Maintenance of certification for field coordinator:

 Annual maintenance training is required to maintain field coordinator certification.

 The maintenance of certification training programs for field coordinators shall provide a 
minimum total of eight hours of training.

 Any field coordinator that is unable to complete the maintenance of certification 
training within the year will be placed on probation status and must attend the next 
maintenance of certification training provided in order to be removed from probation 
status.

 If the maintenance of certification training is not completed within the next 12 months, 
it shall be basis for removal from the field coordinator position and from certification as 
field coordinator.

 A certification that is on probation status is still active and valid unless the certification 
is suspended or has been revoked.



NM Administrative code 10.24.1

 Maintenance of certification for incident command system general staff:

 Training is required every three years to maintain incident command system general staff 
certification.

 The maintenance of certification training programs for the incident command system 
general staff shall provide a minimum total of eight hours of training.

 Any person certified in an incident command system general staff position that is unable 
to complete the maintenance of certification training within the year after it becomes 
due will have his or her certification placed on probation status and must attend the 
next maintenance of certification training provided in order to be removed from 
probation status.

 If the maintenance of certification training is not completed within the next 12 months 
after it is due, it shall be basis for removal from incident command system general staff 
certification status.

 A certification that is on probation status is still active and valid unless the certification 
is suspended or has been revoked.



NM Administrative code 10.24.1

 Maintenance of certification for SAR persons or volunteers:

 Training is required every three years to maintain SAR person or volunteer 

certification.

 The maintenance of certification training programs for SAR persons or volunteers 

shall provide a minimum total of two hours of on-line training or in person training.

 If the maintenance of certification training is not completed within the three-year 

period, the certification will be placed on probation status.

 If the maintenance of certification training is not completed within the next 12 

months after it is due, it shall be basis for removal from SAR person or volunteer 

certification status.

 A certification that is on probation status is still active and valid unless the 

certification is suspended or has been revoked.



NM Administrative code 10.24.1

 Summary of certification maintenance

 Field Coordinators certification maintenance

 Eight hours of training every year

 Miss the annual requirement, one year grace period to obtain required training

 General Staff certification maintenance

 Eight hours of training over a three year period

 Miss the three year requirement, one year grace period to obtain the needed number of 
hours 

 SAR person certification maintenance

 Two hours of training over a three year period

 Miss the three year requirement, one year grace period to obtain the needed number of 
hours



Training courses

 Currently, the only approved courses that meet the maintenance 

requirements include:

 Basic Field Cert – 8 hours

 SAR Section Chief courses – 16+ hours

 SAR Incident Management course – 20 hours

 SAR Safety Officer course – 4 hours

 SAR Field Coordinator Rendezvous – 8 hours

 SAR Incident Action Plan course – 2 hours

 Land navigation – 16 hours

 Introduction to SAR Management – 4 hours



Training courses

 Other approved courses:

 Search Techniques - 1 hour

 SAR Communications – 1 hour

 Safety in SAR – 1 hour

 Gear and clothing – 1 hour

 Basic map and compass – 1 hour

 Courses in development that will be approved

 SAR Field Team Leader course



Training courses

 With approval from the SRB, other courses may be considered*

 Emergency Management Institute on-line training

 Outside agencies SAR trainings

 NMDHS&EM sponsored trainings

 SAR organizations’ trainings

* Not a complete list



Questions?


