
2018 NMSARC 
General Meeting

April 28, 2018, Philmont Scout Ranch



Agenda

• Call to order – Dave Price
• Introductions
• Minutes from ESCAPE 2017 & 2015 – Scott Voorhees
• Treasurer’s report – Jon Hitchcock
• Committee reports

– ESCAPE – Aimee Adamek
– Training – Sean McGann
–Membership – Terry Ann Miller
–Maps – Michaela Buenemann

• Fallen Heroes
• Ralph Dawdy Memorial Award
• Service Awards
• Board Elections 

–Ballot presentation
–Nominations from floor

• New Business
–Continuing Education - Bob Rodgers

• Adjourn



Meeting Minutes

• Prepared by Verena Weisennborn (2017) 
& Edwin Steimling (2015)

• Presented by Scott Voorhees



Treasurer’s Report

For the year ending December 31, 2017















Committee Reports



• Over 220 in attendance this weekend!
• Vendors: Rescue Tactics & Training 

and SAR Shop

• NMSARC Gear: Black polos with NMSARC 
embroidered logo, state patches, keychains

• Silent Auction:  Stop by and check things out!  
You may find exactly what you never thought 
you’d need! 

• 50/50 Raffle: Buy a ticket and win a chance 
to receive 50% of the ca$h collected.

ESCAPE 2018



ESCAPE 2018

• State certification credits available with 
applicable courses noted on the schedule.

• Medical CEU’s offered with all medical classes; 
except the CPR course.

• Dinner Presentation Tonight!  
“New Technology for SAR Investigation” 
by special guest Chris Young

• RE-CYCLE your name tag and lanyard!

• Escape 2018 Evaluation & Survey 



ESCAPE 2018 
NMSARC Team Sponsors



ESCAPE 2018 
Business Sponsors



ESCAPE 2019

RUIDOSO CONVENTION CENTER

May 17-19, 2019



Training



Training

Year in Review:

With the help of DPS, NMSARC, You, the teams of NM SAR, and 
others, the past year has provided some really great opportunities for 
trainings.

Examples include:

• Numerous Field Certification opportunities,

• Lost Person Behavior & Man-Tracking Classes,

• Section Chief & Inland SAR Planning Classes,

• Mock Searches,

• Congratulations on National Certifications,

• Joint team trainings… 



Training

New to SAR in NM?

• Congratulations!  Welcome to ESCAPE  

• Thank you to all Volunteers for the time and work you put 
into your teams!

• nmsarc.org, Training, Events, Resources and Links pages are 
a great place to get started.

• Sign up for the forum at nmsarc.org/resources.



Training

Department of Public Safety

The State of New Mexico allocates funds annually which are specifically 
earmarked for SAR training.  These funds generally support advanced DPS 
certification programs (Section Chief and Field Coordinator training), 
promote classes that support standards of SAR care (Lost Person Behavior), 
and this year are also helping to fund ESCAPE.

A portion of these funds may be allocated for team requested trainings at the 
discretion of DPS.  This means that there is a budget for skill-specific training.  
Past examples have included man-tracking, land navigation and k9 air-scent 
seminars.



Training

If your team has a specific training you’d like DPS here is what 
you need to know:

• The application can be found at, nmsarc.org/training and will be 
included in annual membership renewal packages.

• The fiscal year for training mirrors that of the state 
(July 1 – June 30)

• Ideally applications will be received Jan – Feb prior to the FY for 
which they are requested with decisions make in March – April.



Trainings from FY 2018

Mock Search – multi type team training



Blackhawk Training 

Graciously hosted annually by 
Taos SAR and the National Guard.  

Designed to familiarize SAR teams 
with safety protocols, acclimate 
K9s to live environment, and 
provide the opportunity for 
medical evacuation practice.



Training

Ideas are always welcome!  Please feel free to contact me. 
Seriously.

• What do you have in mind?

• How could we be better prepared to do our jobs?

• Wouldn’t it be great if ______ ?

Also, let us know what you are up to, send photos…



Training

Contact:  Sean McGann

sean.mcgann@nmsar.org

or 

training@nmsarc.org

603-660-0804



Membership



Membership Status

• 37 Organizational Members  
2 Individual Members
1 Honorary Member

• We had 4 teams choose not renew their 
memberships with the council this year. 

• We have 2 new member teams:  
-- Cibola County Sheriff’s SAR Team in Grants
-- Pecos Valley SAR in Roswell

Membership



NMSARC Team Liaisons
Each member team has an assigned NMSARC Council 
member as a liaison. Please feel free to contact yours 
with any questions.

NMSARC Website
Please review your team information on the NMSARC 
website and email membership@nmsarc.org with any changes.  

Coming soon!  Online payment for membership dues!

Membership

mailto:membership@nmsarc.org


NMSARC Team Benefits

• Eligibility to join the NMSAR-Forum

• Reduced registration fees for your team members at ESCAPE

• Reduced or no fee registration for NMSARC-sanctioned regional trainings

• Access to special training by qualified instructors for your team through NMSARC

• Council voting privileges

• Use of LCD projectors for training purposes at no charge

• Team Emergency Equipment Grant Program

• USGS Topographical Maps at prices about one third the USGS price

• Seed money (in the form of a loan) to sponsor trainings

• Assistance organizing large-scale training exercises

• Part of a statewide communication network for NM SAR teams

Membership



Mapping Program



Map Program

• Orders & Budget

– 2017

• 144 maps ordered (total), incl. 139 custom maps

• $1,112.30 withdrawals & $1,101.50 deposits

– 2018

• 73 maps ordered (total), incl. 10 custom maps

• $560.60 withdrawals & $318.50 deposits

– Balance as of 04/13/2018: $1,210.48



Map Program

http://www.nmsarc.org/map-information.html

http://www.nmsarc.org/map-information.html


Map Program



Map Program

• Classes at ESCAPE

– Friday, 04/27

• Mapping Technologies, 1700-1800*

• Drone Usage and Technology, 1500-1800

– Saturday, 04/28

• Map and Compass, 1315-1645

• Creating a SAR Training, 1000-1200*

• Implementing a SAR Training, 1300-1700*

• Lessons Learned, 1700-1800*

– Sunday, 04/29

• NMSARC Mapping Program, 800-845*



Fallen Heroes

• Larry Hartman
– Original founder 

and first president 
of Luna County SAR



Fallen Heroes

In loving memory of coonhound Clancy -- You will be in our hearts forever.  
You are free now to lope with grace and beauty, and to bay with gay abandon 
once again.

- Partner in Trailing Joan Rogers, Los Alamos



Ralph Dawdy
Memorial Award

Established to honor Ralph 
Dawdy of Bootheel Search 
and Rescue.  Ralph was a 
Field Coordinator with 
NMSAR and a volunteer 
fireman who was killed in a 
vehicle accident while 
responding to a forest fire. 

The Award is to go to an 
outstanding SAR volunteer 
nominated by the nominee's 
team.

The award is presented each 
year at ESCAPE.

Previous Recipients:

2017 — Matt Coulombe, NM Mounted SAR
2016 — Dave  Baldridge, Sandia Search Dogs
2015 — Uli Blann, Organ Mountain Technical Rescue
2014 — Chuck Baker, Catron County SAR
2013 — Tony Gaier, Cibola SAR
2012 — Gary (ca$h) Cascio, Santa Fe SAR Group
2011 — Charles (Chuck) Melvin, K-9 SAR
2010 — Bob Lathrop, Chaves County SAR
2009 — Paul and Linda McClendon, Santa Fe SAR
2008 — Mary Berry, Sandia Search Dogs
2007 — Bob Cowan, Los Alamos Amateur Radio Club
2006 — Beck Atkinson, Angel Fire SAR
2005 — Richard F. Himebrook, Civil Air Patrol
2004 — Dave Burdett, Santa Fe SAR



Service Awards

• Presented to outgoing Board members

• 2018 Honorees

• Terry Morton, 2015-2018

• Grant Reigelman, 2017-2018



Board Elections
Term: 2018-2021

Ron Nelson
Ron has been involved with SAR for 7 years 
and is a member of Santa Fe SAR and also 
the group's Radio Manager. He is ICS and 
LPB trained. He is an Amateur Extra licensed 
ham radio operator, and has experience in 
tailoring radio equipment for field use. He 
will retire from a 31-year career in physics 
at the end of May.

Ron is interested in improving the sharing of 
communications related knowledge for the 
SAR and amateur radio communities, and 
will work to improve online information. In 
addition, he is interested in applying UAS 
(drone) resources to SAR and is working to 
obtain a pilots license.

Erik Nelson
Erik Nelson is from Santa Fe, NM. He has 
been involved with amateur radio, and 
search and rescue since 2012. Additionally, 
he has experience as a firefighter, EMT, and 
ski patroller. 

Erik's interests include public safety 
communications, medical care in austere 
environments, GIS & incident management 
software, and mountain biking. 

On missions he's served as a ground 
pounder, section chief, and 
communications. Erik is an active member 
of Atalaya Search and Rescue and Los 
Alamos Amateur Radio Club.



New Business:

• Continuing Education System
– Bob Rodgers



Adjourn

Thank you for joining us at ESCAPE 2018


