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B O B  H O W E L L

M A T T  G R I F F I N

How many are seeing this if the first time?
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Caltopo is subscription-based service accessed initially online to establish account and 
download maps.   
There are three types of subscriptions individual, team, first responder. 
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The Desktop subscription is required for using CalTopo offline on PC or Mac computer
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https://caltopo.com/subscription/update


If you sign up for a First Responder subscription you qualify for 50% off the Desktop 
subscription or $50/year. 
As a member of a Team account your automatically receive the Desktop version uplift.
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https://caltopo.com/about/teams
https://caltopo.com/about/teams
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https://training.caltopo.com/all_users/desktop#install


1. Login to online CalTopo

2. Click Your Data

3. Click Download CalTopo desktop 
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Click either Windows or MacOS installer
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REMEMBER: Always leave the caltopo-desktop

Command line window open, it’s ok to minimize.

Allow Windows Firewall Access
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Open browser:  localhost:8080

1. Open browser window to localhost:8080

2. Click Sync to https://caltopo.com

3. Login with team or desktop account

4. Click security check box

5. Click Sync Account button
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https://caltopo.com/
http://localhost:8080/
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https://training.caltopo.com/all_users/desktop/download


Open browser:  localhost:8080
1. Position map near area you wish to 

download

2. Click Your Data

17



Open browser:  localhost:8080

Click Get Map data or map sheet images

18



1. Select each tile for the area to be 

downloaded.  Use shift-click or 

ctrl-click.  Selected tile all show 

yellow border shading.

2. Click Download 

Tiles can also be removed by selecting 

and clicking DELETE.  The DELETE 

option will remove ALL map layers 

from the selected area.
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1. Select resolution for maps layers

2. Select maps to download

3. Check available disk space

4. Click DOWNLOAD
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1. Use dropdown to inspect tiles for each layer

2. If  needed, select additional tiles and repeat

3. Note colors show resolution of  tiles

4. No colors = no offline map layer

5. Be sure to test with your internet disconnected 

or turn on airplane mode BEFORE going to a 

mission.
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1. Select resolution for maps layers

2. Select maps to download

3. Check available disk space

4. Click DOWNLOAD
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1. Edit your topo.properties file. 

2. Add the code sarsoft.map.localTileStore=/some/other/path/tiles where you replace 

everything after the = sign with the path on your computer to find the tiles.

Macbook: sarsoft.map.localTileStore=/some/other/path/tiles

Windows requires that you escape 

the\: sarsoft.map.localTileStore=\\some\\other\\path\\tiles or 

use sarsoft.map.localTileStore=/some/other/path/tiles

Because map data files can be quite large, some users prefer to store the files 
on an external hard drive. To do this, you will need to edit your topo.properties
file. Add the code sarsoft.map.localTileStore=/some/other/path/tiles where 
you replace everything after the = sign with the path on your computer to find 
the tiles.
Macbook: sarsoft.map.localTileStore=/some/other/path/tiles
Windows requires that you escape the 
\: sarsoft.map.localTileStore=\\some\\other\\path\\tiles or 
use sarsoft.map.localTileStore=/some/other/path/tiles

23

https://training.caltopo.com/all_users/desktop/download


bob.howell@nmsar.org

ESCAPE 2023
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